Agenda Item # 1

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
Brad Poiriez, Executive Director

14306 Park Avenue, Victorville, CA 92392-2310
760.245.1661 « Fax 760.245.2699
www.MDAQMD.ca.gov * @MDAQMD

REGULAR GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Monday, February 23, 2026 - 10:00 A.M.
MDAQMD OFFICES, BOARD CHAMBERS
VICTORVILLE, CA

DRAFT MINUTES

Board Members Present:
Merl Abel, Town of Yucca Valley
Elizabeth Becerra, City of Victorville, Vice Chair
Paul Cook, San Bernardino County, 1% District Supervisor
Joseph “Joey” DeConinck’, City of Blythe — via teleconference
Carmen Hernandez, City of Barstow
Kari Leon, Town of Apple Valley
Robert Lovingood, Public Member
Jamie McCorkle, City of Needles — via teleconference
Angelo Meza, City of Adelanto
Daniel Mintz Sr., City of Twentynine Palms

Board Members Absent:
Brigit Bennington, City of Hesperia, Chair
V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County, 4™ District Supervisor
Dawn Rowe, San Bernardino County, 3™ District Supervisor

CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called the meeting to order at 10:01 am and asked
Executive Director BRAD POIRIEZ to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for Roll Call — Robyn Simpson, Human Resources
Manager/Clerk of the Board called roll.



MOVE TO SWEARING-IN OF NEW BOARD MEMBER - ANGELO MEZA. Robyn
Simpson, Human Resources Manager/Clerk of the Board, swore-in Board Member ANGELO
MEZA.

Items with potential Conflict of Interests — If you believe you have a conflict of interest, please
recuse yourself at the appropriate time. If you have a question regarding a potential conflict of
interest, please contact District Counsel. Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA asked if any
members wished to indicate a conflict of interest in regards to any agenda items. No member did
SO.

PUBLIC COMMENT - The public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda. For
comments relating to a specific item, please use the public comment card and specify the number
of the item on which you wish to speak and submit it to the Clerk.

In compliance with the Brown Act, the Governing Board may not discuss or take action on non-
agenda items or engage in question and answer sessions with the public. The Governing Board
may ask brief questions for clarification, provide a reference to staff or other reference for factual
information and or direct staff to add an item to a subsequent meeting.

Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for PUBLIC COMMENT prior to moving onto
the Consent Calendar. Being no public comment at this time, Vice Chair ELIZABETH
BECERRA moved onto the CONSENT CALENDAR.

CONSENT CALENDAR — Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA polled the Board to determine
if any member wished pull an item on the consent calendar for discussion. No member did so.
The following consent items were acted upon by the Board at one time without discussion. Upon
motion by Board Member CARMEN HERNANDEZ, seconded by Board Member ROBERT
LOVINGOOD, and carried by the following roll call vote, with ten AYES votes by Board
Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABETH BECERRA, PAUL COOK, JOSEPH “JOEY”
DECONINCK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JAMIE
MCCORKLE, ANGELO MEZA, and DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., with board members BRIGIT
BENNINGTON, V. MANUEL PEREZ and DAWN ROWE absent, as follows:

Agenda Item 1 — Approve Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of January 26, 2026.
Approved Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of January 26, 2026.

Agenda Item 2 — Receive and file the District Activity Report.
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.
Received and filed the District Activity Report.

Agenda Item 3 — Receive and file Financial Reports through December 31, 2025.
Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.
Received and filed Financial Reports through December 31, 2025.

Agenda [tem 4 — Receive and file the Executive Director’s report of surplus and disposal of capital
assets.

Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.

Received and filed the Executive Director’s report of surplus and disposal of capital assets.
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Agenda Item 5 — Adopt a budget schedule for FY 26-2027.
Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.
Adopted a budget schedule for FY 26-2027.

Agenda Item 6 — 1) Authorize award amount not to exceed $550,000 to the Landscaping
Equipment Alternatives Funding (LEAF) program allocated from the Carl Moyer Memorial Air
Quality Standards Attainment Program (Carl Moyer Program) and/or the Carl Moyer Memorial
Air Quality Standards Attainment Program — State Reserve (Carl Moyer State Reserve) and (2)
authorize the Executive Director/APCO or his designee to revise budget accordingly the option
to change the funding source if applicable or if other additional funding sources become
available; (3) authorize staff to revise estimated revenues and expenses in budget to actuals when
grant funds or subsequent grants funds are received; and (4) authorize the Executive
Director/APCO or his designee and staff to negotiate target time frames and technical project
details and execute an agreement.

Presenter: Jorge Camacho, Support Services Supervisor II.

Authorized award amount not to exceed $550,000 to the Landscaping Equipment Alternatives
Funding (LEAF) program allocated from the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards
Attainment Program (Carl Moyer Program) and/or the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality
Standards Attainment Program — State Reserve (Carl Moyer State Reserve) and (2) authorize the
Executive Director/APCO or his designee to revise budget accordingly the option to change the
funding source if applicable or if other additional funding sources become available; (3)
authorize staff to revise estimated revenues and expenses in budget to actuals when grant funds
or subsequent grants funds are received; and (4) authorize the Executive Director/APCO or his
designee and staff to negotiate target time frames and technical project details and execute an
agreement.

Agenda Item 7 — Set Date of March 23, 2026 to conduct a public hearing to consider the
proposed amendment of MDAQMD Rule 218 — Stack Monitoring.

Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.

Set Date of March 23, 2026 to conduct a public hearing to consider the proposed amendment of
MDAQMD Rule 218 — Stack Monitoring.

Agenda Item 8 — Set date of March 23, 2026 to conduct a public hearing to consider Proposed
Amendment of District Rule 1304 - New Source Review Emissions Calculations.

Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.

Set Date of March 23, 2026 to conduct a public hearing to consider the proposed amendment of
MDAQMD Rule 218 — Stack Monitoring.

Agenda Item 9 — Deferred Items.
None.
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Agenda Item 10 — Receive and file the Annual Audited Financial Report and Management
Report for Fiscal Year 2024-25 as presented by C.J. Brown & Company CPAs, formerly Fedak
& Brown LLP of Riverside.

Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.

Received and filed the Annual Audited Financial Report and Management Report for Fiscal
Year 2024-25 as presented by C.J. Brown & Company CPAs, formerly Fedak & Brown LLP of
Riverside.

Agenda Item 11 - Conduct a public hearing to consider a State Implementation Plan (SIP)
Cleanup: Rescission of South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 1145 — Plastic,
Rubber, Leather, and Glass Coatings as it appears in the SIP for the Riverside County portion of
the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD): a. Open public hearing; b.
Receive staff report; ¢. Receive public testimony; d. Close public hearing; e. Make a
determination that the CEQA Categorical Exemption applies; f. Waive reading of Resolution; g.
Adopt Resolution making appropriate findings, certifying the Notice of Exemption, adopting the
SIP Cleanup: Rescission of South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 1145 — Plastic,
Rubber, Leather, and Glass Coatings as it appears in the SIP for the Riverside County portion of
the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District.

Presenter: Chris Anderson, Planning and Air Monitoring Supervisor I1.

Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA opened the public hearing. Chris Anderson, Planning/Air
Monitoring Supervisor II, provided the staff report and answered questions from the Board.
After discussion Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for public comment, no public
comment was made, being none, Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA closed the public
hearing. Upon motion by Board Member JOEY DECONINCK, seconded by Board Member
CARMEN HERNANDEZ, and carried by the following roll call vote with ten AYES votes by
Board Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABRTH BECERRA, PAUL COOK, JOSEPH
“JOEY” DECONINCK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT
LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, ANGELO MEZA and DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., with
Board Members BRIGIT BENNINGTON, V. MANUEL PEREZ and DAWN ROWE
absent the board adopted Resolution 26-01, “A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING
BOARD OF THE MOJAVE DESERT AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
MAKING FINDINGS, CERTIFYING THE NOTICE OF EXEMPTION, SIP CLEANUP:
RESCISSION OF SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT RULE
1145 — PLASTIC, RUBBER, LEATHER, AND GLASS COATINGS AS IT APPEARS IN
THE SIP FOR THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY (BLYTHE/PALO VERDE VALLEY)
PORTION OF THE MOJAVE DESERT AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
AND DIRECTING STAFF ACTIONS.”

Agenda Item 12 — Executive Director Reports:

Past events:

Jan. 28" — Had the CAPCOA Executive Committee Meeting: talked about two CARB strategies:
SPARC — Short Term Plan for Actions to Reduce Criteria Pollutants; and their new planning for
a Toxics Roadmap; data center permitting and potential impacts continue to take center stage.

AAPCA Monthly Air Director call: Tri- Agency leadership call that included EPA OAR: topics:
Opportunities for early input and advance notice to co-regulators (ex. Regional Haze proposed
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rulemaking, EPA Prescribed Fire Policy Memo, Exceptional Events Rule); partnerships on air
quality conferences and training; Recent/Upcoming federal CAA rulemakings and guidance.

Feb. 4" — CAPCOA Executive Committee Call
Planning/Rule Development Meeting
Bi-monthly call with SCAQMD Executive Director

Feb. 5™ — attended the Victorville Library Ribbon Cutting

Feb. 10-11" — CAPCOA Monthly Board meeting: discussion items: CalEnviroScreen 5.0
rollout, update on data center activities, spring membership, report out on tri-agency leadership
call between AAPCA/NACAA/EPA-OAR. Met with CARB management: discussion items:
Landfill Methane Rule 15-day changes, Updates on SPARC (Short term Plan for Actions to
Reduce Criteria Pollutants) and Regional Approaches, Review CARBs Draft Air Toxics Strategy
Outline

Also met with Legislative Committee discussed key bills to track (see below)

Feb. 17™ — attended MEEC Board Meeting

Feb. 18" — Apple Valley held State of the Town
CAPCOA Executive Meeting

Feb. 19" — AAPCA/NACAA/EPA Technical Rollout call for Proposed Interstate Transport Plan
Review for the 2015 Ozone NAAQS

State Legislature:
A few bills CAPCOA tracking: Data Center related: AB1577 (Bauer-Kahan) — data centers —

monthly reporting; SB 887 (Padilla) - CEQA — Environmental Leadership Development Projects
— Data Centers. Also, CEQA Exemption Bill: AB1553 (Connolly) — Advance Manufacturing
CEQA Exemption. Another bill of note: SB58 (Padilla) — Air Quality Standard: Hydrogen
Sulfide.

AB 1777 (Garcia) which went into print the night before our leg meeting. It basically says that
ARB may adopt regs to reduce emissions from stationary sources; it's noteworthy that the
language states the authority specified in the bill is declaratory of existing law. I still think this
approach will be challenging to get passed.

Another bill is AB 1791 (Sanchez), which would prohibit South Coast from adopting any
regulation or rule that would add more than $0.02 to the cost of a gallon of gasoline, add $2,000
or more to the cost to build any home, or add $5,000 or more to the cost to build a nonresidential
building.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1777
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1791

Federal topics:
Reminder: next month at the March Board meeting, The District will bring before the Board for

approval a revised Rule 1304 (NSR — New Source Review); specifically, 1304 C.2.d which was
agreed upon by all parties of the federal litigation suit.

Feb. 3 - Congress completed work on the FY2026 appropriations bills package passing the
minibus (HR7148) and the President signed, providing full-year funding appropriations through
September rather than relying on continuing resolution for all but one major federal agency
(DHS)

Feb. 12 — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency finalized its rescission of the 2009
Greenhouse Gas Endangerment Finding, which served as a prerequisite for regulating emissions
from new motor vehicles and new motor vehicle engines. Absent this finding, EPA lacks
statutory authority under Section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act to prescribe standards for GHG
emissions. Therefore, EPA also finalized the repeal of all subsequent GHG emission standards
from its regulations for light-, medium-, and heavy-duty on-highway vehicles and engines. This
is the single largest deregulatory action in U.S. history and will save Americans over $1.3
trillion.

As aresult of these changes, engine and vehicle manufacturers no longer have any future
obligations for the measurement, control, and reporting of GHG emissions for any highway
engine and vehicle, including model years manufactured prior to this final rule. This final action
is only related to GHG emissions and does not affect regulations on any traditional air pollutants.
Rather, this action realigns EPA’s regulatory framework with the best reading of the CAA,
which does not authorize EPA to regulate GHG emissions from new motor vehicles.”

Miscellaneous:
Feb. 9" — 26" — opened the recruitment and are accepting qualified applications for the vacant
PIO position.

Feb. 11" - MDAQMD was informed in a meeting with Searles Valley Minerals that they will be
closing down 2 product lines and 350 employees were given permanent separation notice
effective April 8th. At this time there is no intent to close out any of their District permits.

Today, just signed an MOU with BNSF, which in part supports their application to Governor’s
Office of Land Use and Innovation (LCI) seeking certification that the BIG is a transportation-
related infrastructure project and more importantly when BIG secures permits and is built, then
BNSF will further development of zero-emission freight rail through demonstration of ZE
Technology and No Later than 1 year after commencement of operations of BIG enter
negotiations to procure and test at least (5) hybrid line haul locomotives.

Reminder the District’s deadline for the Incentive Programs applications for 2026 is the
end of this month.
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Upcoming:

Feb. 24" — 26" - will attend the Semi-annual Medium District Section APCO meeting.
Feb. 26™ - MDAQMD hosting a Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) virtual
meeting at 11:30 am.
Mar. 9-11 — CAPCOA Board of Directors meeting
March 18" — CAPCOA Executive Committee call

-MEEC Board Meeting.

Next Board meeting will be held on March 23rd, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.

Agenda Item 13 - Board Member Comments and Suggestions for Future Agenda Items.

» Board Member Becerra thanked staff for a job well done.

» Board Member Cook thanked staff for a job well done and noted he appreciates understanding
all of the information that staff provides the Board Members.

» Board Member Hernandez expressed her gratitude to the Board, Executive Director and the
Finance Department for all of their hard work.

» Board Member Leon thanked staff and the Finance Department for a job well done. Noted
that the Town of AV State of the Town went well and that she also attended the ribbon cutting
for the 395 Project.

» Board Member Meza requested bills/notes on data centers and also asked for further clarity on
the 395 expansion. Member Meza also expressed his gratitude for being a new member of the
Governing Board.

» Board Member Mintz thanked staff and noted he is looking forward to the clean-up of the I-
15.

Being no further business, Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA adjourned the meeting at 10:49
a.m. to the next Regular Meeting of March 23, 2026.

ACTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD
APPROVED

Upon Motion by CARMEN HERNANDEZ, seconded by KARI LEON, as approved by the following
roll call vote:

Ayes: 9 BECERRA, COOK, HERNANDEZ, LEON, LOVINGOOD, JERNIGAN,
MEZA, MINTZ, ROWE
Noes:
Absent: 4 ABEL, BENNINGTON, DECONINCK. PEREZ,
Abstain:
Recuse:

ROBYN SIMPSON, HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER/CLERK OF THE BOARD

BY Robyn Simpson
Dated: March 23, 2026
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