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Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
Brad Poiriez, Executive Director

14306 Park Avenue, Victorville, CA 92392-2310
760.245.1661 « Fax 760.245.2699
www.MDAQMD.ca.gov * @MDAQMD

REGULAR GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Monday, January 26, 2026 - 10:00 A.M.
MDAQMD OFFICES, BOARD CHAMBERS
VICTORVILLE, CA

DRAFT MINUTES

Board Members Present:

Merl Abel, Town of Yucca Valley

Elizabeth Becerra, City of Victorville, Vice Chair

Brigit Bennington, City of Hesperia, Chair

Joseph “Joey” DeConinck, City of Blythe — via teleconference

Stevevonna Evans, City of Adelanto

Carmen Hernandez, City of Barstow

Kari Leon, Town of Apple Valley

Robert Lovingood, Public Member

Jamie McCorkle, City of Needles — via teleconference

Daniel Mintz Sr., City of Twentynine Palms

Dawn Rowe, San Bernardino County, 3" District Supervisor — via teleconference
Board Members Absent:

Paul Cook, San Bernardino County, 1% District Supervisor

V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County, 4" District Supervisor

CALL TO ORDER

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and asked Board Member
ROBERT LOVINGOOD to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for Roll Call — Robyn Simpson, Human Resources
Manager/Clerk of the Board called roll.



BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for nominations for Chair and Vice Chair of the Governing
Board for 2026. Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON nominated herself to continue serving an
additional term as the 2026 Board Chair. Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON also asked Vice Chair
ELIZABETH BECERRA if she would like to continue her current role as the Vice Chair for
2026 and indicated that she would be in favor. Board Member KARI LEON nominated current
Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON and Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA, Seconded by Board
Member MERL ABEL, being no other nominations for Chair or Vice Chair, nominations were
closed. Carried by the following roll call vote with eleven AYES votes by Board Members MERL
ABEL, ELIZABRTH BECERRA, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, JOSEPH “JOEY”
DECONINCK, STEVEVONNA EVANS, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON,
ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, DANIEL MINTZ, SR., and DAWN
ROWE, with Board Members PAUL COOK and V. MANUEL PEREZ absent, Chair BRIGIT
BENNINGTON was elected Chair for 2026 and Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA was
elected Vice Chair for 2026.

Special Announcements/Presentations:
A. Service Award Recognition — Michele Bullock, 5 years (1/16/2026).

Items with potential Conflict of Interests — If you believe you have a conflict of interest, please
recuse yourself at the appropriate time. If you have a question regarding a potential conflict of
interest, please contact District Counsel. Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON asked if any members
wished to indicate a conflict of interest in regards to any agenda items. No member did so.

PUBLIC COMMENT - The public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda. For
comments relating to a specific item, please use the public comment card and specify the number
of the item on which you wish to speak and submit it to the Clerk.

In compliance with the Brown Act, the Governing Board may not discuss or take action on non-
agenda items or engage in question and answer sessions with the public. The Governing Board
may ask brief questions for clarification, provide a reference to staff or other reference for factual
information and or direct staff to add an item to a subsequent meeting.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for PUBLIC COMMENT prior to moving onto the
Consent Calendar. Being no public comment at this time, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON
moved onto the CONSENT CALENDAR.

CONSENT CALENDAR — Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON polled the Board to determine if
any member wished pull an item on the consent calendar for discussion. No member did so. The
following consent items were acted upon by the Board at one time without discussion. Upon
motion by Board Member ELIZABETH BECERRA, seconded by Board Member CARMEN
HERNANDEZ, and carried by the following roll call vote, with eleven AYES votes by Board
Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABETH BECERRA, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, JOSEPH
“JOEY” DECONINCK, STEVEVONNA EVANS, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON,
ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr. and DAWN ROWE,
with board members PAUL COOK and V. MANUEL PEREZ absent, as follows:

Agenda Item 1 — Approve Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of October 27, 2025.
Approved Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of October 27, 2025.

Approved Minutes 1.26.2026



Agenda Item 2 — Receive and file the District Activity Report.
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.
Received and filed the District Activity Report.

Agenda Item 3 — Receive and file Financial Reports through November 30, 2025.
Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.
Received and filed Financial Reports through November 30, 2025.

Agenda Item 4 — Receive and file Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment
Program (Carl Moyer Program) Year 28 Solicitation, Application and Agreement.

Presenter: Jorge Camacho, Support Services Supervisor.

Received and filed Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program (Carl Moyer
Program) Year 28 Solicitation, Application and Agreement.

Agenda Item 5 — Authorize (1) participation in 2022 Climate Heat Impact Response Program
(CHIRP), (2) authorize application submittal, (3) authorize the Executive Director/APCO or his
designee to negotiate technical program details, execute contract with CARB, (4) authorize
acceptance and encumbrance of funds (5) authorize the Executive Director/APCO or his designee
to revise budget accordingly.

Presenter: Jorge Camacho, Support Services Supervisor.

Authorized (1) participation in 2022 Climate Heat Impact Response Program (CHIRP), (2)
authorize application submittal, (3) authorize the Executive Director/APCO or his designee to
negotiate technical program details, execute contract with CARB, (4) authorize acceptance and
encumbrance of funds (5) authorize the Executive Director/APCO or his designee to revise budget

accordingly.

Agenda Item 6 — Set Date of February 23, 2026 to conduct a public hearing to consider a State
Implementation Plan (SIP) Cleanup: Rescission of South Coast Air Quality Management District
Rule 1145 — Plastic, Rubber, Leather, and Glass Coatings (1992 version) as it appears in the SIP
for the Riverside County portion of the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
(MDAQMD).

Presenter: Chris Anderson, Planning and Air Monitoring Supervisor II.

Date Set of February 23, 2026 to conduct a public hearing to consider a State Implementation
Plan (SIP) Cleanup: Rescission of South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 1145 —
Plastic, Rubber, Leather, and Glass Coatings (1992 version) as it appears in the SIP for the
Riverside County portion of the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD).

Agenda Item 7 — DEFERRED ITEMS.

Agenda Item 8 — Discuss and appoint members to serve on the Budget Committee, Executive
Committee and the Personnel Committee; and direct staff action.

Presenter: Brad Poiriez, Executive Director/APCO, on behalf of the Governing Board Chair.
Brad Poiriez, Executive Director/APCO, presented the background information and answered
questions from the Board. After discussion, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON directed staff
actions to proceed with Board Chair appointments as follows:
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Budget Committee, upon motion by Board Member ELIZABETH BECERRA, seconded by
Board Member ROBERT LOVINGOOD, and carried by the following roll call vote, with
eleven AYES votes by Board Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABRTH BECERRA, BRIGIT
BENNINGTON, JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, STEVEVONNA EVANS, CARMEN
HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, DANIEL
MINTZ, Sr. and DAWN ROWE, with Board Members PAUL COOK and V. MANUEL
PEREZ absent, Budget Committee Member appointments are BECERRA, EVANS,
HERNANDEZ, LEON with MCCORKLE as an alternate.

Personnel Committee, upon motion by Board Member ELIZABETH BECERRA, seconded
by Vice Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON, and carried by the following roll call vote, with
eleven AYES votes by Board Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABRTH BECERRA, BRIGIT
BENNINGTON, JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, STEVEVONNA EVANS, CARMEN
HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, DANIEL
MINTZ, Sr. and DAWN ROWE, with Board Members PAUL COOK and V. MANUEL
PEREZ absent, Personnel Committee Member appointments are BENNINGTON, ABEL
COOK, DECONINCK, LEON with LOVINGOOD as an alternate.

Executive Committee, upon motion by Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA, seconded by Board
Member BRIGIT BENNINGTON, and carried by the following roll call vote, with eleven
AYES votes by Board Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABRTH BECERRA, BRIGIT
BENNINGTON, JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, STEVEVONNA EVANS, CARMEN
HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, DANIEL
MINTZ and DAWN ROWE, with Board Members PAUL COOK and V. MANUEL PEREZ
absent, Executive Committee appointments are BECERRA, BENNINGTON, COOK,
EVANS, HERNANDEZ, LEON, MINTZ with ABEL as an alternate.

Agenda Item 9 — Conduct a public hearing to present the 2024 Air Toxics “Hot Spots” Program
Annual Report and discuss its content and significance: a. Open public hearing; b. Receive the
2024 Air Toxics “Hot Spots” Program Annual Report; c. Receive public testimony; d. Close
public hearing; e. Direct staff actions. Presenter: Sheri Haggard, Permit Engineering Manager.
Presenter: Sheri Haggard, Permit Engineering Manager.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON opened the public hearing. Sheri Haggard, Permit Engineering

Manager provided a Board presentation and answered questions from the Board.
Receive and file the “2024 Air Toxics “Hot Spots” Program annual report.

Agenda Item 10 — Executive Director Reports:

Past events:

Jan.5-7" - Attended CAPCOA Board Retreat — major topics included: Prescribed Fire Trainings,
Proposed FY24-25 FARMER allocations, update from Planning Managers Committee and
Public Outreach Committee, set 2026 Goals and Priorities, the State’s Methane Satellite RFP
process, CAPCOA Amicus Brief supporting Yolo Solano AQMD, CTR (Criteria and Toxics
Reporting) Updates and challenges. 2 with CARB Executive Officer and his team — discussed:
CARB 2026 Priorities (a lot related to Climate efforts), CHIRP updates, State Budget
Discussion, including AB617 funding, CARB follow up on Methane Landfill Rule, Indirect
Source Regulation Concepts (not going anywhere this year apparently), Waivers and SIP
impacts, CARB new Air Toxics strategy, CARB monitoring discussion, and more. Also had a
Legislation discussion — many legislators beginning bill introduction and trying to get 2-year
bills out.
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Jan. 9" — Compliance Section held a Compliance Consistency Meeting
Jan. 14" — VVTA held their Hydrogen Fuel Cell grand opening
Strategy call with DC lobbyist — Kadesh and Associates
CAPCOA Executive Committee
Jan.20™ — Call with Little Hoover Commission/CAPCOA regarding data center concerns in
California.
Jan.21% — Attend the MEEC Board Meeting
Jan.23 — Held a 2026 Joint Engineering/Compliance Sections meeting

State Legislature:
The Governor released his FY 26/27 initial draft budget on Jan. 9* deadline. The Governor’s

Office said they realized an additional $43B in revenue than expected and their projected deficit
in this budget is $2.9B. Projections by the LAO predict deficits in each of the next three years of
over $18B annually with a structural deficit of $38B in FY 27/28.

Federal topics:
The District will bring before the Board for approval a revised Rule 1304 (NSR — New Source

Review); specifically 1304 C.2.d which was agreed upon by all parties, for the March 2026
timeframe.

On Jan. 15" the U.S. Senate passed the FY26 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill, H.R. 6938, provides a total discretionary allocation of $38.6 billion,
including $8.816 billion in funding for U.S. EPA, a reduction of $320 million (4 percent) from
the FY25 enacted level. The bill includes $4.41 billion for State and Tribal Assistance Grants
(STAG, $27.9 million, or 0.64 percent, above the FY25 enacted level), with $67.8 million for
targeted airshed grants and $1.110 billion for Categorical Grants, including $236.7 million for
State and Local Air Quality Management Grants (about 0.32 percent above the FY25 enacted
level).

Miscellaneous:

December 10" — Submitted formal comments to BNSF BIG DEIR and also City of Barstow
General Plan amendments (copies of both attached to email). MDAQMD supported the findings
in the DEIR — (essentially significant impacts on air quality)

CARB submitted their comment letter on Jan. 5™ — want to see more enforceable conditions to
require ZE — long haul, switcher, Transportation Refrigeration Units (TRUs), Electrical
Infrastructure availability, etc.

SCAQMD submitted their comment letter on Jan. 9" — disagreeing with analysis on no

significant air impacts (and actual improvements) in the SCAQMD basin. Many comments in
line with CARB trying to force ZE but also more enforceable commitments on out years.
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EPA submitted their comment letter on Jan. 12" — essentially no substantive comment just
asking to continue to coordinate with them, the two air Districts and CARB and to notify them
when the Final EIR is released.

Reminder that January started the opening of the Incentive Programs applications for 2026
Upcoming:

Jan. 28" — CAPCOA Executive Committee Meeting
AAPCA Monthly Air Director call

Feb. 4™ — CAPCOA Executive Committee Call
Planning/Rule Development Meeting
Bi-monthly call with SCAQMD Executive Director
Feb. 10-11" — CAPCOA Monthly Board meeting
Feb. 18" — AAPCA Local Government Committee call
MEEC Board Meeting

Next Board meeting will be held on February 23rd, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.

Agenda Item 11 - Board Member Comments and Suggestions for Future Agenda Items.

» Board Member Evans apologized for her confusion with participation in the MEEC Science

Fair.

» Board Member Leon noted that she attended the CA League of Cities meeting and notes

upcoming bills coming forward with potential environmental impacts.

Being no further business, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON adjourned the meeting at 10:51 a.m.

to the next Regular Meeting of February 23, 2026.
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ACTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD
APPROVED

Upon Motion by CARMEN HERNANDEZ, seconded by ROBERT LOVINGOOD, as approved by
the following roll call vote:

Ayes: 10 ABEL, BECERRA, COOK, DECONINCK, HERNANDEZ, LEON,
LOVINGOOD, MCCORKLE, MEZA, MINTZ

Noes:

Absent: 3 BENNINGTON, PEREZ, ROWE

Abstain:

Recuse:

ROBYN SIMPSON, HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER/CLERK OF THE BOARD

BY Robyn Simpson

Dated: February 23, 2026

Approved Minutes 1.26.2026



