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REGULAR GOVERNING BOARD MEETING  
Monday, March 23, 2026 - 10:00 A.M. 

MDAQMD OFFICES, BOARD CHAMBERS 
VICTORVILLE, CA  

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
Board Members Present: 
 Elizabeth Becerra, City of Victorville, Vice Chair 
 Paul Cook, San Bernardino County, 1st District Supervisor  
 Joseph “Joey” DeConinck’, City of Blythe – via teleconference 
 Carmen Hernandez, City of Barstow 
 Kari Leon, Town of Apple Valley 

Robert Lovingood, Public Member 
Janet Jernigan, City of Needles – via teleconference 
Angelo Meza, City of Adelanto 

 Daniel Mintz Sr., City of Twentynine Palms  
 V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County, 4th District Supervisor – via teleconference  
 Dawn Rowe, San Bernardino County, 3rd District Supervisor – via teleconference 
Board Members Absent: 
 Merl Abel, Town of Yucca Valley 
 Brigit Bennington, City of Hesperia, Chair   
  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and asked Board 
Member ROBERT LOVINGOOD to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for Roll Call – Robyn Simpson, Human Resources 
Manager/Clerk of the Board called roll. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District 
Brad Poiriez, Executive Director 
14306 Park Avenue, Victorville, CA 92392-2310 
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Items with potential Conflict of Interests – If you believe you have a conflict of interest, please 
recuse yourself at the appropriate time.  If you have a question regarding a potential conflict of 
interest, please contact District Counsel.  Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA asked if any 
members wished to indicate a conflict of interest in regards to any agenda items.  No member did 
so.   

PUBLIC COMMENT – The public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda.  For 
comments relating to a specific item, please use the public comment card and specify the number 
of the item on which you wish to speak and submit it to the Clerk. 

In compliance with the Brown Act, the Governing Board may not discuss or take action on non-
agenda items or engage in question and answer sessions with the public.  The Governing Board 
may ask brief questions for clarification, provide a reference to staff or other reference for factual 
information and or direct staff to add an item to a subsequent meeting.  
 
Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for PUBLIC COMMENT prior to moving onto 
the Consent Calendar.  Being no public comment at this time, Vice Chair ELIZABETH 
BECERRA moved onto the CONSENT CALENDAR.     

CONSENT CALENDAR – Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA polled the Board to determine 
if any member wished pull an item on the consent calendar for discussion.  No member did so.  
The following consent items were acted upon by the Board at one time without discussion. Upon 
motion by Board Member CARMEN HERNANDEZ, seconded by Board Member KARI 
LEON, and carried by the following roll call vote, with nine AYES votes by Board Members 
ELIZABETH BECERRA, PAUL COOK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, JANET JERNIGAN, 
KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD, ANGELO MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., and 
DAWN ROWE with Board Members MERL ABEL, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, JOSEPH 
“JOEY” DECONINCK and V. MANUEL PEREZ absent, as follows:  

Agenda Item 1 – Approve Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of February 23, 2026. 
Approved Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of February 23, 2026. 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Receive and file the District Activity Report.  
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO. 
Received and filed the District Activity Report. 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Receive and file Financial Reports through January 31, 2026.   
Presenter:  Laquita Cole, Finance Manager. 
Received and filed Financial Reports through January 31, 2026. 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Receive and file the minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
meeting February 24, 2026. 
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO, Finance Manager. 
Received and filed the minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting February 
24, 2026. 
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Agenda Item 5 – Deferred Items. 
None. 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Conduct a public hearing to consider the Amendment of MDAQMD Rule 218 
Stack Monitoring: a. Open public hearing; b. Receive staff report; c. Receive public testimony; d. 
Close public hearing; e. Make a determination that the CEQA Categorical Exemption applies; f. 
Waive reading of Resolution; g. Adopt Resolution making appropriate findings, certifying the 
Notice of Exemption, adopting the Amendment of MDAQMD Rule 218 – Stack Monitoring.  
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO. 
Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA opened the public hearing. Alan De Salvio, Deputy 
APCO, provided the staff report and answered questions from the Board.  After discussion Vice 
Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for public comment, no public comment was made, 
being none, Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA closed the public hearing. Upon motion by 
Board Member DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., seconded by Board Member KARI LEON, and carried 
by the following roll call vote with ten AYES votes by Board Members ELIZABRTH 
BECERRA, PAUL COOK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT 
LOVINGOOD, JANET JERNIGAN, ANGELO MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., V. 
MANUEL PEREZ and DAWN ROWE with Board Members MERL ABEL, BRIGIT 
BENNINGTON and JOSEPH ‘JOEY’ DECONINCK absent the board adopted Resolution 
26-02, “A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE MOJAVE DESERT 
AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MAKING FINDINGS, CERTIFYING THE 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION, AMENDMENT OF MDAQMD RULE 218 – STACK 
MONITORING AND DIRECTING STAFF ACTIONS.”   
Agenda Item 7 – Conduct a public hearing to consider the proposed amendment of District Rule 
1304 - New Source Review Emissions Calculations: a. Open public hearing; b. Receive staff 
report; c. Receive public testimony; d. Close public hearing; e. Make a determination that the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Categorical Exemption applies; f. Waive reading 
of Resolution; g. Adopt Resolution making appropriate findings, certifying the Notice of 
Exemption, adopting the Rule and directing staff actions.   
Presenter: Alan De Salvio. Deputy APCO.   
Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA opened the public hearing. Alan De Salvio, Deputy 
APCO, provided the staff report and answered questions from the Board.  After discussion Vice 
Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA called for public comment, no public comment was made, 
being none, Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA closed the public hearing. Upon motion by 
Board Member ELIZABETH BECERRA, seconded by Board Member ANGELO MEZA, and 
carried by the following roll call vote with eleven AYES votes by Board Members 
ELIZABRTH BECERRA, PAUL COOK, JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, CARMEN 
HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD, JANET JERNIGAN, ANGELO 
MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., V. MANUEL PEREZ and DAWN ROWE with Board 
Members MERL ABEL and BRIGIT BENNINGTON absent the board adopted Resolution 
26-03, “A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE MOJAVE DESERT 
AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MAKING FINDINGS, CERTIFYING THE 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION, AMENDING DISTRICT RULE 1304 – NEW SOURCE 
REVIEW EMISSIONS CALCULATIONS AND DIRECTING STAFF ACTIONS.” 
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Agenda Item 8 – Executive Director Reports:  
 
Past events:  
 
Feb. 24th – 26th - attended the Semi-annual Medium District Section APCO meeting. Topics 
included: Federal Issues – 179B – International Transport of Emissions, CAA 185 Fees, CARB 
Mobile Strategies – SPARC (Short Term Plan for Actions to Reduce Criteria pollutants), 
Statewide ISR.  CARB stationary regulations – Landfill Methane Reg, Oil and Gas Reg – 
SB1137 implementation. Status of Criteria Toxics Reg (CTR), CARBs proposed Toxic 
Roadmap, Incentive Discussions, District staffing and succession planning.  Legislative updates, 
District Permitting – data centers, BACT for Backup Generators, website accessibility and more. 
 
Feb. 26th – MDAQMD held a Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) virtual meeting at 
11:30 am. 
 
March 4th -    State of the City -Victorville 

- AAPCA Local Government Committee call – topics: EPA leadership engagement, 
status of Federal Deregulation efforts, Local Agency priorities, 2026 Spring 
Membership meeting. 

- CAPCOA Executive Committee Call 

March 9-11th – CAPCOA Monthly Board meeting:  discussion items:  Approval of Data Center 
whitepaper (continued), updates from several standing committees, AB617 updates, Draft 
agenda for Spring Conference, setting Engineering Manager’s 2026 priorities, financials 
approvals.  Met with CARB management: discussion items:  Landfill Methane Rule 15-day 
changes, Updates on SPARC (Short term Plan for Actions to Reduce Criteria Pollutants), we 
were informed that CARB is pivoting and will focus on more Direct Regulatory actions and ISR, 
Review CARBs Draft Air Toxics Strategy Outline.  Also met with Legislative Committee 
discussed key bills to track (see below) 
 
March 17th – Call with SCAQMD EO – topics included BIG, CAA Citizen lawsuits, H2S 
concerns potential meetings with Assemblyman Padilla (joint letter to meet with all the southern 
California Air Districts – MDAQMD, SCAQMD, SDAQMD, ICAPCD). 
 
March 18th - CAPCOA Executive Committee call 
                    - MEEC Board Meeting. 
         - Call with CARB on their new directives on SPARC initiative 
 
State Legislature: 
 
CAPCOA took initial positions on approx. 15 bills 
 
A few bills CAPCOA tracking: Watch: Data Center related:  AB1577 (Bauer-Kahan) – data 
centers – monthly reporting; SB 887 (Padilla) – CEQA – Environmental Leadership 
Development Projects – data centers.  Watch -CEQA Exemption Bill: AB1553 (Connolly) – 
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Advance Manufacturing CEQA Exemption.  Work with the author: SB58 (Padilla) – Air Quality 
Standard: Hydrogen Sulfide.  
 
Watch: AB 1777  (Garcia)-  It basically says that ARB may adopt regs to reduce emissions from 
stationary sources; it's noteworthy that the language states the authority specified in the bill is 
declaratory of existing law.   

 
Oppose position on AB 1791 (Sanchez), - which would prohibit South Coast from adopting any 
regulation or rule that would add more than $0.02 to the cost of a gallon of gasoline, add $2,000 
or more to the cost to build any home, or add $5,000 or more to the cost to build a nonresidential 
building. Basis is it cuts the authority of Air Districts 
 
Oppose – AB2752 (Avila-Farias)– Air Districts oversite – limits authorities that exist. 
 
Oppose – SB1392 (Cortese) Smog Check exemption:  this year’s version of the Leno bill from 
last year that Governor vetoed. 
 
Federal topics: 
 
CAPCOA (as well as AAPCA and NACAA) will be submitting a comment letter supporting and 
asking for further revision on EPA’s proposed rule, “Prior Notice of Citizen Suit”. We are asking 
for state and local agencies to be included when the EPA is notified of a citizen suit. We believe 
this inclusion helps state and local agencies increase our overall efficiency and effectiveness by 
making us aware of these suits and better prepare for any subsequent action that state and local 
agencies may need to undertake. 
 
Planning DC advocacy meetings with our lobbyist firm Kadesh & Associates. 
 
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
April 1st kicks off the LEAF (formerly Lawn Equipment Exchange Program) program for 2026.  
We post on social media and our website. 
 
Feb. 28, 2026, we officially closed our application period for the 2026 
Moyer/FARMER/CAP/Clean Air programs. Total Applications: 42 
Total Project Quote: $31,543,421 (Roughly $7M of funds available – so as always over 
prescribed) 
21 Agriculture equipment 
4 Clean Air Projects 
10 Infrastructure 
2 Off-road 
5 On road (4 school buses) 
 
Signed an agreement with City of Adelanto to place (3) additional Purple Air sensors in the city 
at City Hall, Adelanto Plaza and Event Center, and Victor Valley Sheriff Station. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1777
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1791
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Signed a contract with The Dana on Mission Bay for the 2026 SWAG conference.  Save the 
dates to come. 
 
Upcoming: 
March 25th – AAPCA Air Director’s call 
March 30th – will be holding the interviews for the vacant PIO position. 
April 1-2 – Blythe Community Outlook Conference 
April 6-10 – AAPCA Spring Conference 
April 13-17 – DC Advocacy trip 
 
Next Board meeting will be held on April 27th, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. Prior to the Board 
meeting at 9:00 a.m. the Budget Committee will meet to go over proposed FY26-27 budget. 
 
Agenda Item 19 - Board Member Comments and Suggestions for Future Agenda Items. 
 Board Member Becerra inquired if Board Members can attend the Tour of the Hydrogen 

Monitoring System at the Salton Sea with Senator Padilla. 
 Board Member Cook commented about ensuring that all critical mineral production plants all 

follow the same rules and guidelines. 
 Board Member DeConinck requested Executive Director Brad Poiriez to share the finalized 

white paper on data centers once it becomes available. 
 Board Member Hernandez requested to discuss cannabis issues with Executive Director Brad 

Poiriez. 
 Board Member Leon thanked Supervisor Rowe, Supervisor Perez and Supervisor Cook on 

assisting with local St. Mary’s Hospital becoming a Level III Trauma Center. 
 Board Member Perez inquired if Senator Padilla would be attending the Tour of the Hydrogen 

Monitoring System at the Salton Sea.   
 
Being no further business, Vice Chair ELIZABETH BECERRA adjourned the meeting at 11:01 
a.m. to the next Regular Meeting of April 27, 2026. 
 

ACTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 
APPROVED 

Upon Motion by MERL ABEL, seconded by CARMEN HERNANDEZ, as approved by the following 
roll call vote: 
 

Ayes:                11 ABEL, BECERRA, BENNINGTON, COOK, DECONINCK 
HERNANDEZ, LEON, MCCORKLE, MEZA, MINTZ, PEREZ 

Noes: 
Absent:    2    LOVINGOOD, ROWE  
Abstain: 
Recuse: 
 
ROBYN SIMPSON, HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER/CLERK OF THE BOARD 
BY Robyn Simpson 
Dated: April 29, 2026 


