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REGULAR GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Monday, April 27,2026 - 10:00 A.M.
MDAQMD OFFICES, BOARD CHAMBERS
VICTORVILLE, CA

DRAFT MINUTES

Board Members Present:

Merl Abel, Town of Yucca Valley

Elizabeth Becerra, City of Victorville, Vice Chair

Brigit Bennington, City of Hesperia, Chair

Paul Cook, San Bernardino County, 1% District Supervisor

Joseph “Joey” DeConinck’, City of Blythe — via teleconference

Carmen Hernandez, City of Barstow

Kari Leon, Town of Apple Valley

Jamie McCorkle, City of Needles — via teleconference

Angelo Meza, City of Adelanto

Daniel Mintz Sr., City of Twentynine Palms

V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County, 4" District Supervisor — via teleconference
Board Members Absent:

Robert Lovingood, Public Member

Dawn Rowe, San Bernardino County, 3™ District Supervisor

CALL TO ORDER

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called the meeting to order at 10:02 am and asked Board Member
CARMEN HERNANDEZ to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.



Special Announcements/Presentations:
A. Service Award Recognition — Travis Staley, 5 years (04/24/2025).
B. Service Award Recognition — Sarah Strout, 15 years (04/09/2025).

C. Mojave Green Gas Station Recognition, 5-year recipient: Chevron Station
#20-9354, Bear Valley/Victorville.

D. Mojave Green Gas Station Recognition, 5-year recipient: Chevron Station
#207506, La Paz/Victorville.

E. Mojave Green Gas Station Recognition, 5-year recipient: Beck Oil D Street
Cardlock/Victorville.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for Roll Call — Robyn Simpson, Human Resources
Manager/Clerk of the Board called roll.

Items with potential Conflict of Interests — If you believe you have a conflict of interest, please
recuse yourself at the appropriate time. If you have a question regarding a potential conflict of
interest, please contact District Counsel. Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON asked if any members
wished to indicate a conflict of interest in regards to any agenda items. No member did so.

PUBLIC COMMENT - The public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda. For
comments relating to a specific item, please use the public comment card and specify the number
of the item on which you wish to speak and submit it to the Clerk.

In compliance with the Brown Act, the Governing Board may not discuss or take action on non-
agenda items or engage in question and answer sessions with the public. The Governing Board
may ask brief questions for clarification, provide a reference to staff or other reference for factual
information and or direct staff to add an item to a subsequent meeting.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for PUBLIC COMMENT. Public comment made via
email submission by Ms. Sherry Baily. Ms. Baily commented on a non-agenda item regarding
the upcoming release of the of the final environmental impact report for the Barstow
International Gateway Project. Brad Poiriez, Executive Director/APCO, read the submitted
public comment into the official record. Being no other public comment at this time, Chair
BENNINGTON moved onto the CONSENT CALENDAR.

CONSENT CALENDAR — Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON polled the Board to determine if
any member wished pull an item on the consent calendar for discussion. No member did so. The
following consent items were acted upon by the Board at one time without discussion. Upon
motion by Board Member MERL ABEL, seconded by Board Member CARMEN
HERNANDEZ, and carried by the following roll call vote, with eleven AYES votes by Board
Members MERL ABEL, ELIZABETH BECERRA, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, PAUL
COOK, JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, JAMIE
MCCORKLE, ANGELO MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., and V. MANUEL PEREZ with
Board Members ROBERT LOVINGOOD and DAWN ROWE absent, as follows:

Agenda Item 1 — Approve Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of March 23, 2026.
Approved Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of March 23, 2026.

Approved Minutes 4.27.2026



Agenda Item 2 — Receive and file the District Activity Report.
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.
Received and filed the District Activity Report.

Agenda Item 3 — Receive and file Financial Reports through February 28, 2026.
Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.
Received and filed Financial Reports through February 28, 2026.

Agenda Item 4 — Ratify the Air Pollution Control Officer’s new appointments to the Utility
Member position, the Cement Industry Member and the Mining Member due to the recent
vacancies on the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

Presenter: Brad Poiriez, Executive Director/APCO.

Approved new appointments to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

Agenda Item 5 - 1) The total award amount shall not exceed $2,287,681.49 allocated as follows:
$1,880,792.49 from the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program-State
Reserve Program (Carl Moyer State Reserve Program), $52,225 from the Carl Moyer Memorial
Air Quality Standards Attainment Program (Carl Moyer Program), $132,060 from the Community
Air Protection Program, and $222.604.00 from the Clean Air Fund Program. These funds will be
allocated to the projects listed in Exhibit A; (2) authorize the Air Pollution Control
Officer/Executive Officer and/or his designee the option to change the funding source if applicable
or if other additional funding sources become available; (3) authorize the Air Pollution Control
Officer/Executive Officer and/or his designee and staff to negotiate target time frames and
technical project details such as funding projects in Exhibit A if required and execute an
agreement; and (4) authorize staff to revise estimated revenues and expenses in budget to actuals
when grant funds or subsequent grants funds are received.

Presenter: Jorge Camacho, Support Services Supervisor II.

Authorized award amount not to exceed $2,287,681.49 allocated as follows: $1,880,792.49 from
the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program-State Reserve Program (Carl
Moyer State Reserve Program), $52,225 from the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards
Attainment Program (Carl Moyer Program), $132,060 from the Community Air Protection
Program, and $222,604.00 from the Clean Air Fund Program. These funds will be allocated to the
projects listed in Exhibit A; (2) authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer/Executive Officer
and/or his designee the option to change the funding source if applicable or if other additional
funding sources become available; (3) authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer/Executive
Officer and/or his designee and staff to negotiate target time frames and technical project details
such as funding projects in Exhibit A if required and execute an agreement; and (4) authorize staff
to revise estimated revenues and expenses in budget to actuals when grant funds or subsequent
grants funds are received.
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Agenda Item 6 - Set date of June 8, 2026, to conduct a public hearing to consider the amendment
of Regulation III — Fees. Specifically, the amendment of Rule 301 — Permit Fees, Rule 302 — Other
Fees, and Rule 303 — Hearing Board Fees and approval of California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) documentation.

Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.

Set Date of June 8, 2026, to conduct a public hearing to consider the amendment of Regulation III
— Fees. Specifically, the amendment of Rule 301 — Permit Fees, Rule 302 — Other Fees, and Rule
303 — Hearing Board Fees and approval of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
documentation.

Agenda Item 7 — Deferred Items.
None.

Agenda Item 8 — Receive and file 2022 Climate Heat Impact Response Program (CHIRP)
Application and Agreement Cover Sheet (Exhibit A).

Presenter: Brad Poiriez, Executive Director/APCO.

Receive and file 2022 Climate Heat Impact Response Program (CHIRP) Application and
Agreement Cover Sheet (Exhibit A).

Agenda Item 9 — Executive Director Reports:

Past events:
March 25" — AAPCA Air Director’s call

March 30™ —held interviews for the vacant PIO position. Our new PIO — Kenny Sousa will be
starting with us on May 1%,

March 31% — held MDAQMD management strategic meeting

April 1 - CAPCOA Executive Committee Meeting
Planning/Rule Development Meeting

April 1-2 — Blythe Community Outlook Conference
April 3 - MDAQMD/SBCERA status meeting

April 6-10 — AAPCA Spring Conference: I gave an update to the membership from the Local
Government Committee, topics included: panel on What to Expect When your Expecting a Data
Center; efforts on Cooperative Federalism, US EPA updates on NAAQS, SIPs, Permitting, Air
Quality Monitoring and Modeling, Monitoring Quality Assurance; Clean Air Act legal updates,
Air Toxics and Emerging Compounds updates and updates from Aaron Szabo — Asst.
Administrator, OAR.
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April 13-17 — DC Advocacy trip — several meetings — talking about items of importance to
MDAQMD that included — BIG project, MP Mine, federal grants, CAA 185 fees, SIP backlog,
Exceptional Events, and many more. Meetings included:

Rep. Calvert (Jack Lincoln — Deputy Chief of Staff/Legislative Director)

Senator Padilla (Harper Rubin — Legislative Assistant)

Dan Alpert — Senate Transportation (Rail) Subcommittee— majority

Katherine Willey — House Energy & Commerce (Air) Subcommittee - majority

Will Wallace — House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee

Will Dixon — Senate EPW — majority

Congressman Raul Ruiz (CA-25)

Annie Caputo — House Natural Resources — Energy and Minerals Subcommittee, majority
Congressman Jay Obernolte — (Patrick Paolini — Legislative Director)

Aaron Szabo — Asst. Administrator EPA — OAR

Congressman David Rouzer (NC-07) — Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee -
majority

April 14 -15™ - CAPCOA Monthly Board meeting: I was only able to participate in the
Legislative Committee discussed key bills to track (see below)

April 21% — MEEC Board meeting
April 22" — CAPCOA Executive Committee Meeting
April 23 — MEEC held TOY/SOY banquet

State Legislature:

CAPCOA took initial positions on approx. 15 bills

A few bills CAPCOA tracking: Watch: AB1612 (Alanis) — Incineration of Controlled
Substances: would require DOJ to establish collection sites and then transport out of state.
District permitting intact. Data Center related: AB1577 (Bauer-Kahan) — data centers — monthly
reporting; SB 887 (Padilla) — CEQA — Environmental Leadership Development Projects — data
centers. Watch -CEQA Exemption Bill: AB1553 (Connolly) — Advance Manufacturing CEQA
Exemption. SB954 (Blackspear) — Exemption for Large Advanced Manufacturing: problematic
because uses Bay Area CEQA thresholds for whole state. Work with the author: SB58 (Padilla) —
Air Quality Standard: Hydrogen Sulfide. Waiting on dates with the Senator’s office on setting
tour dates.

Watch: AB 1777 (Garcia)- It basically says that ARB may adopt regs to reduce emissions from
stationary sources; it's noteworthy that the language states the authority specified in the bill is
declaratory of existing law.

Oppose position on AB 1791 (Sanchez), - which would prohibit South Coast from adopting any
regulation or rule that would add more than $0.02 to the cost of a gallon of gasoline, add $2,000
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1777
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or more to the cost to build any home, or add $5,000 or more to the cost to build a nonresidential
building. Basis is it cuts the authority of Air Districts

Oppose — AB2752 (Avila-Farias)— Air Districts oversite — limits authorities that exist.

Oppose — SB1075 (Reyes) — Air Toxics — Community Emission Reduction Plans — would
require adding EJ Board reps to Board, audit piece, corrective action piece.

Oppose — SB1392 (Cortese) Smog Check exemption: this year’s version of the Leno bill from
last year that Governor veto’ d.

Federal topics:

CAPCOA (as well as AAPCA and NACAA) will be submitting a letter of comment regarding
the President’s skinny budget for FY 26-27. Essentially it zero’s out all 103/105 local and state
grants, zero’s out all DERA (Diesel Emission Reduction Act) grants; and reduces the available
TAG (Targeted Air Shed) grants to $36M. The hope is that congress puts these funds back to
whole which has traditionally happened.

Miscellaneous:

Reminder: April 1% kicked off the LEAF (formerly Lawn Equipment Exchange Program)
program for 2026.

Signed a contract with The Dana on Mission Bay for the 2026 SWAG conference. Save the
dates to come.

NACAA and the Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies (AAPCA) are co-hosting this
year’s National Air Quality Conference (NAQC), which brings together state, local, and federal
clean air agencies, the private sector, and researchers to learn from each other about the state of
the art where air quality reporting and forecasting, public health, and innovative outreach
programs intersect. NAQC in beautiful Omaha, Nebraska over three days during the week of
August 10-14, 2026.

Sent out letter of non-performance and cancelling of contract with existing contractor for the
Solar project in accordance with contract terms. Will now be evaluating options for possibly
retrieving some funds spent rather through the Bond or other legal avenues. We have received a
couple of new contractor bids to evaluate and will select new firm to do the project.

Upcoming:

No Board meeting in May; Two Board meetings in June as always. The next Board meeting will
be held on June 8™, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., including a Budget Hearing. We will have a Personnel
Committee meeting at 9:00 a.m. prior to the Board meeting. June 22" will be the second Board
meeting and Budget Adoption meeting.
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Agenda Item 10 - Board Member Comments and Suggestions for Future Agenda Items.

» Board Member Cook inquired if Board Members should send letters of support to obtain
federal grant monies.

» Board Member Leon commented about attending the MEEC TOY/SOY Banquet.

» Board Member Perez inquired about who specifically Executive Director Poiriez spoke to at
the State Legislature regarding the Hydrogen Monitoring System at the Salton Sea.

Being no further business, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON adjourned the meeting at 10:47 a.m.
to the next Regular Meeting of June 8, 2026.

ACTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD
APPROVED

Upon Motion by CARMEN HERNANDEZ, seconded by KARI LEON, as approved by the following
roll call vote:

Ayes: 12 ABEL, BECERRA, BENNINGTON, COOK, DECONINCK
HERNANDEZ, LEON, LOVINGOOD, MCCORKLE, MEZA, MINTZ,
ROWE
Noes:
Absent: 1 PEREZ
Abstain:
Recuse:

ROBYN SIMPSON, HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER/CLERK OF THE BOARD

BY Robyn Simpson
Dated: June 9, 2026

Approved Minutes 4.27.2026



