Agenda Item # 1

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
Brad Poiriez, Executive Director

14306 Park Avenue, Victorville, CA 92392-2310
760.245.1661 « Fax 760.245.2699
www.MDAQMD.ca.gov * @MDAQMD

REGULAR GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Monday, June 8, 2026 - 10:00 A.M.
MDAQMD OFFICES, BOARD CHAMBERS
VICTORVILLE, CA

DRAFT MINUTES

Board Members Present:

Merl Abel, Town of Yucca Valley

Elizabeth Becerra, City of Victorville, Vice Chair

Brigit Bennington, City of Hesperia, Chair

Paul Cook, San Bernardino County, 1% District Supervisor

Joseph “Joey” DeConinck, City of Blythe — via teleconference

Carmen Hernandez, City of Barstow

Kari Leon, Town of Apple Valley

Robert Lovingood, Public Member

Jamie McCorkle, City of Needles — via teleconference

Angelo Meza, City of Adelanto

Daniel Mintz Sr., City of Twentynine Palms

Dawn Rowe, San Bernardino County, 3™ District Supervisor — via teleconference
Board Members Absent:

V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County, 4" District Supervisor

CALL TO ORDER

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and asked Board Member
MEZA to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for Roll Call — Robyn Simpson, Human Resources
Manager/Clerk of the Board, called roll.



Items with potential Conflict of Interests — If you believe you have a conflict of interest, please
recuse yourself at the appropriate time. If you have a question regarding a potential conflict of
interest, please contact District Counsel. Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON asked if any members
wished to indicate a conflict of interest in regards to any agenda items. No member did so.

PUBLIC COMMENT — The public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda. For
comments relating to a specific item, please use the public comment card and specify the number
of the item on which you wish to speak and submit it to the Clerk.

In compliance with the Brown Act, the Governing Board may not discuss or take action on non-
agenda items or engage in question and answer sessions with the public. The Governing Board
may ask brief questions for clarification, provide a reference to staff or other reference for factual
information and or direct staff to add an item to a subsequent meeting.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for PUBLIC COMMENT prior to moving onto Closed
Session. Being no public comment at this time, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON moved onto
CLOSED SESSION.

CLOSED SESSION

Upon motion by Board Member DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., seconded by Board Member ANGELO
MEZA, and carried by the following roll call vote with twelve AYES votes by Board Members
MERL ABEL, ELIZABETH BECERRA, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, PAUL COOK,
JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT
LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, ANGELO MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., and
DAWN ROWE with Board Member V. MANUEL PEREZ absent the board entered into
CLOSED SESSION at 10:03 a.m.

Agenda Item 1 — PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION — Government Code
Section 54957. Title: Executive Director/APCO.

OPEN SESSION

Disclosure of any Reportable action taken in Closed Session; and the Vote and Abstention
of every Member Present in the Closed Session.

The Governing Board reconvened to open session at 10:28 a.m. Appointed Counsel Piero
Dallarda stated that the Board met in Closed Session on the above agenda items and reported no
reportable action.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for PUBLIC COMMENT prior to moving onto the
Consent Calendar. Being no public comment at this time, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON
moved onto the CONSENT CALENDAR.

CONSENT CALENDAR — Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON polled the Board to determine if
any member wished pull an item on the consent calendar for discussion. No member did so. The
following consent items were acted upon by the Board at one time without discussion. Upon
motion by Board Member CARMEN HERNANDEZ, seconded by Board Member KARI
LEON, and carried by the following roll call vote, with twelve AYES votes by Board Members
MERL ABEL, ELIZABETH BECERRA, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, PAUL COOK,
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JOSEPH “JOEY” DECONINCK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT
LOVINGOOD, JAMIE MCCORKLE, ANGELO MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., and
DAWN ROWE with Board Member V. MANUEL PEREZ absent as follows:

Agenda Item 2 — Approve Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of April 27, 2026.
Approved Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of April 28, 2025.

Agenda Item 3 — Receive and file the District Activity Report.
Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.
Received and filed the District Activity Report.

Agenda Item 4 — Receive and file Financial Reports through March 31, 2026.
Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.
Received and filed Financial Reports through March 31, 2026.

Agenda Item 5 — DEFERRED ITEMS
None.

Agenda Item 6 — Conduct a Public Hearing to receive comments and staff presentation for the
proposed MDAQMD Budget for FY 2026-27: a. Open public hearing; b. Receive presentation;
c. Receive public testimony: d. Close public hearing and continue the public hearing to the
Governing Board meeting of June 22, 2026 for adoption.

Presenter: Laquita Cole, Finance Manager.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON opened the public hearing. Laquita Cole, Finance Manager,
presented the proposed budget and answered questions from the Board. After discussion, Chair
BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for public comment, no public comment was made, being
none, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON continued the public hearing to June 22, 2026 for
adoption.

Agenda Item 7 — Conduct a public hearing to consider the amendment of Regulation III — Fees.
Specifically, the amendment of Rule 301 — Permit Fees, Rule 302 — Other Fees, and Rule 303 —
Hearing Board Fees: a. Open public hearing; b. Receive staff report; ¢. Receive public
testimony; d. Close public hearing; e. Make a determination that the CEQA Categorical
Exemption applies; f. Waive reading of Resolution; g. Adopt Resolution making appropriate
findings, certifying the Notice of Exemption amending Rules 301, 302, and 303.

Presenter: Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO.

Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON opened the public hearing. Alan De Salvio, Deputy APCO,
provided the staff report and answered questions from the Board. After discussion, Chair
BRIGIT BENNINGTON called for public comment, no public comment was made, being
none, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON closed the public hearing. Upon motion by Board
Member ROBERT LOVINGOOD, seconded by Board Member ANGELO MEZA, and
carried by the following roll call vote, with eleven AYES votes by Board Members
ELIZABETH BECERRA, BRIGIT BENNINGTON, PAUL COOK, JOSEPH “JOEY”
DECONINCK, CARMEN HERNANDEZ, KARI LEON, ROBERT LOVINGOOD,
JAMIE MCCORKLE, ANGELO MEZA, DANIEL MINTZ, Sr., and DAWN ROWE with
Board Members MERL ABEL and V. MANUEL PEREZ absent the board adopted

Resolution 26-04, “A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE MOJAVE
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DESERT AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MAKING FINDINGS,
CERTIFYING THE NOTICE OF EXEMPTION, AMENDMENT OF REGULATION III

— FEES AND DIRECTING STAFF ACTIONS.”

Agenda Item 8 — Executive Director Reports:

Mpr. Poiriez updated the Board of past events:

>

Congrats to our Board Vice-Chair -Liz Baccera who was recently honored by Senator
Valladeres as 2026 Latina Advocate.

Introduction of Kenny Sousa as the new PIO for MAQMD.

April 29" -
o CAPCOA Executive Committee Meeting
o Bimonthly call with Executive Director of SCAQMD
o CAPCOA Special Legislative meeting

May 4-8" — National Air Quality Awareness Week- did themed info. social media and
website posts.

May 6™ - Spoke at meeting of The Washington State and Local Air Directors (about 10—
12 participants) meeting to discuss pros and cons and experiences of having a state
association.

o CAPCOA Executive Committee Meeting

May 11-14 — attended NACAA Spring Conference — topics included:

A conversation with the Asst. Administrator for EPA — Aaron Szabo, Permitting Data
Centers, Working with the Private sector to deploy Al at our Agencies, Mobile Sources
after the Endangerment Finding Repeal, NAAQS and Other Implementation Issues —
Policy and Technical updates.

May 20th —
o Led the AAPCA Local Government Committee call
o MEEC Board meeting

May 26-29'" — attended the CAPCOA Spring Conference in Palm Springs — topics
included: Roundtable discussion with Region 9, CARB; opportunities to collaborate
between air districts and Dept of Pesticides Regulations; Legislative updates; NACAA
and APPCA updates; Smoke Impacts on Agricultural Products, Generative Al -State
Activities and Resources.

April 22" and June 3™ — CAPCOA Executive Committee Meetings
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> June 4" — Held annual Employee Picnic. Roseana Navarro-Brasington selected as
Employee of the Year.

State Legislative news:
» SB954 (Blackspear) — Exemption for Large Advanced Manufacturing: problematic

because uses Bay Area CEQA thresholds for whole state. Passed Senate with
amendments “specify final tier manufacturing does not include fuel or recycling in lieu of
listing specific facilities that are eligible”

» SBS58 (Padilla) — Air Quality Standard: Hydrogen Sulfide. Passed Senate awaiting policy
committee in Assembly.

» AB 1777 (Garcia)- It basically says that ARB may adopt regs to reduce emissions from
stationary sources; Died last minute in Assembly — heavy opposition due to expanding
CARB authority.

» SBI1075 (Reyes) — Air Toxics — Community Emission Reduction Plans — would require
adding EJ Board reps to Board, audit piece, corrective action piece. Passed Senate with
amendments “require CARB oversight in lieu of audit authority”. Still reviewing.

» SB1392 (Cortese) Smog Check exemption: this year’s version of the Leno bill from last
year that Governor vetoed. Passed Senate with Amendments “require collector motor
vehicles to be driven under 1,000 miles or less annually or be insured as a collector

vehicle”. CAPCOA sending a continued oppose position.

Federal Legislative:
» Last month I updated you on the President’s proposed skinny Federal budget for FY 26-
27 that essentially zero ’ed out all 103/105 local and state grants, zero ‘ed out all DERA
(Diesel Emission Reduction Act) grants; and reduces the available TAG (Targeted Air
Shed) grants to $36M. The hope was that congress puts these funds back to whole which
has traditionally happened. House appropriations just passed their budget markup bill
that included:

DERA - $§90m

TAG - $67.8m

103/105 — Same as last year $1.1B

Also, includes cuts of 20% to EPA Funding or $1.8B

VVVY
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1777

Miscellaneous:

» The South Coast Air Quality Management District Technology Committee approved the
following projects:

Organization

Project Type

Project Location

Potential Grant
Award

Funding Source

zero-emission
battery and
supporting
infrastructure

Greenlane 5 Chargers (400- Blythe $6,060,000 California State
Infrastructure, LLC 1,200kW) Transportation
(Greenlane) Agency (CalSTA)
under the 2022
Port and Freight
Infrastructure
Program (PFIP)
Cemex Construction | Locomotive Victorville $ 31,793,651 INVEST Clean
Materials Pacific, replacements for 3-4 units
LLC zero-emission
battery and
supporting
infrastructure
Trona Railway Locomotive Trona S 46,439,500 INVEST Clean
Company LLC replacements for 8-9 units

> The full SCAQMD board on June 5% passed final approval.

» As you may recall, MDAQMD sent out letter of non-performance and cancelling of
contract with existing contractor for the Solar project in accordance with contract terms.
Since then, staff is working with the Bonding company to recover funds — this is still in
progress. Evaluated additional bids to do the project and approved a bid from Option

One.

> On June 2™ — gave public testimony at City Council hearing for BNSF BIG project on
General Plan and Final EIR. Lena Kent, BNSF, has been invited to give the Board and

informational update at our June 22" Board meeting.

Upcoming:

> June 9-10" - CAPCOA Board meeting

> June 16" - MEEC Board meeting
> June 17" — Bimonthly call with Executive Director of SCAQMD

Our next Board meeting will be held on June 22nd., 2026 (important we have a quorum to
adopt the budget).
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Agenda Item 9 - Board Member Comments and Suggestions for Future Agenda Items.

» Board Member Hernandez thanked Brad for supporting the BNSF BIG project.

» Board Member Leon welcomed new District PIO Kenny Sousa. Member Leon also inquired
about any updates on AB1791.

Being no further business, Chair BRIGIT BENNINGTON adjourned the meeting at 11:18 a.m.
to the next Regular Meeting of June 22, 2026.

ACTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD
APPROVED
Upon Motion by MERL ABEL, seconded by KARI LEON, as approved by the following roll call vote:

Ayes: 11 ABEL, BECERRA, BENNINGTON, COOK, DECONINCK, LEON,
MCCORKLE, MINTZ, NOBLE, PEREZ, ROWE
Noes:
Absent: 2 LOVINGOOD, MEZA
Abstain:
Recuse:

ROBYN SIMPSON, HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER/CLERK OF THE BOARD
BY Robyn Simpson
Dated: June 23, 2026
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	Disclosure of any Reportable action taken in Closed Session; and the Vote and Abstention of every Member Present in the Closed Session.

