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Motivation for AB 617
• Historical focus on regional air 

quality

• Significant improvement, but 
disproportionate burdens remain

• Need for community-level focus 

• Address cumulative exposure
• Take advantage of advances in 

monitoring technologies

Community Air Protection program



Focus on Community Action 
• Community-level air quality monitoring 

• Community emissions reduction programs 

• Accelerated retrofit of pollution controls 
on industrial facilities 

• Enhanced emissions reporting 
requirements

• Increased penalty provisions for polluters 

• Grants to local community groups

Community Air Protection program

Community 
focused 

framework 



Joint Implementation 
of Program Elements
• Monitoring
• Emissions
• Funding
• Emissions Reduction Programs

Community Air Protection program



Other Implementation Elements
• Technology Clearinghouse

• Best Available Retrofit Control Technologies (BARCT)
• Stationary, area-wide, and mobile sources.

• Emissions Reporting
• Annual reporting for specified facilities.
• Development of uniform methodologies.

• Resource Center
• Land use and transportation best practices.
• Community air monitoring resources.
• Education and outreach. 
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CARB AB 617 Contact

• Website:
• https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp
• https://mdaqmd.ca.gov/AB617

• Email
• CommunityAir@arb.ca.gov
• AireComunitario@arb.ca.gov

Community Air Protection program
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Best Available Retrofit Control 
Technology (BARCT)
• Rules updates:

• 1157.1 BARCT Requirements for 
Boilers and Process Heaters 
Outside the FONA.

• Adopted Sept. 23, 2019
• 1161 Portland Cement Kilns

• Amended Jan. 22, 2018

Community Air Protection program



Best Available Retrofit Control 
Technology (BARCT)

Community Air Protection program

What is FONA?
The Federal Ozone Non-attainment Area 
is the portion of the air district that isn’t meeting 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standard set 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
for ground-level ozone.



Purple Air Sensors
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Purple Air Sensors
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Outreach
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Outreach
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AB 617 Incentive Funds
• Grant funds that provide 

incentives to both public 
and private sectors to reduce 
emissions by retiring and 
replacing older equipment 
with newer, cleaner engine 
technologies. 

• Provide enforceable, surplus, 
and quantifiable and 
permanent emission 
reductions.
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AB 617 Eligible Project Examples 
Community Air Protection program

On-road Vehicles
• School bus replacement
• School bus repower
• Heavy-heavy, medium-heavy and light-heavy duty trucks 
• Emergency vehicles 

Off-road Vehicles
• Diesel/LSI engine repower
• Repower to zero-emission
• Mobile equipment replacement
• Retrofit for engines

Infrastructure
• Zero-Emission infrastructure includes EV charging and hydrogen fueling stations
• Projects with solar/wind power systems.
• Public school buses, including battery charging and alternative fueling. 



Industrial Equipment
Community Air Protection Program

• Equipment Replacement for industrial forklifts.



Zero-Emission School Buses
Community Air Protection Program



Zero-Emission Infrastructure
Community Air Protection Program

Apple Valley Unified 
School District

Lucerne Valley Unified 
School District

Adelanto Elementary 
School District



Proposed Future Projects
Community Air Protection Program

• Will be replacing an additional 4 diesel school 
buses with zero-emission alternatives.

• Work with school districts on zero-emission lawn 
and garden equipment for maintenance.

• Work with school districts on air filtration systems 
for classrooms.



Brad Poiriez
Executive Director/APCO

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
14306 Park Ave., Victorville, CA 92392

mdaqmd.ca.gov
760-245-1661

mailto:bradp@mdaqmd.ca.gov
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